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time the spirit of sedition is probably most formidable, vied with
one another in 1796 in proofs of loyalty to the English Govern-
ment when a French fleet was on the coast. It is a not less
'memorable fact, that the town which then showed the worst
spirit was undoubtedly Belfast, the capital of the most advanced
Irish Protestantism, and in the present day one of the most loyal
cities of Ireland. Camden described it as the only town where
bad dispositions had been shown.1 A meeting of the principal
inhabitants was convened for the purpose of raising a corps for
defence against the French, but the only result was the appoint-
ment of a committee, which, by a majority of seven to two, passed
strong resolutions in favour of parliamentary reform; and Brown,
the Sovereign of Belfast, wrote, that in this moment of danger
there was extreme difficulty in enlisting any yeomen, and that
the disaffection was grave and general.2

' I am not without expectation,' wrote Camden on January 3,
c that a partial landing will be made in order to feel the pulse
of the North of Ireland, which I am convinced is ripe for revolt/
On the whole, however, looking back on the anxious period that
had passed, he was able to congratulate the English Government
very sincerely on the attitude of Ireland. c Notwithstanding
the suspicions I entertain,' he wrote, c of the North, and notwith-
standing the attempts of the disaffected here, I may, without
being too sanguine, assure your Grace of the loyalty and
spirit of the rest of the kingdom. The towns of Limerick and
Galway have vied with each other in expressions of loyalty and
attachment, and in actions corresponding with these sentiments.
The utmost hospitality has been shown by all descriptions of per-
sons to the troops, and the peasants of the counties of Cork and
Limerick have anticipated their wants by preparing potatoes for
them on the road.'3 A few days later, he wrote that c the best

1  Camden to Portland, Dec. 30.          enemy; they are doing garrison duty

2  GL Brown to Pelham, Dec. 28,     everywhere.    The farmers of Minister
1796 ; Jan. 2, 1797; Historical Collec-     are assisting the military as much as
tions relating to t7w Town of Belfast,     they can/   ' Everything is quiet, and
pp. 450-457.   Beresford, in two pri-     loyalty apparent everywhere, except
vate letters to Lord Auckland, Dec.     in the North.'  (Beresford Correspond-
27, 29,  1796, fully corroborates the     ence, ii. 142, 145.)    I have already
statements in the text.    He says :     quoted the remarkable passage to the
' All our accounts bring   the   most     same effect, in Lord Clare's speech in
pleasing intelligence of a most uni-     the debate of Feb. 19, 1798.

versal zeal and ardour; the yeomen          3 Camden  to   Portland,   Jan.   3,

are anxious   to   move   against   the     1797.